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Weather: Stormssports

Cam Newton showed 
up at the Caro-
lina Panthers camp 
Wednesday looking 
to build on last year’s 
success. B1

Controversy brews 
at Ace Speedway as 
a driver takes issue 
with one of the track’s 
most successful stars. 
B1

County’s artistic community shows off 
its colors — SCENE, D1

NATION

Seeking to redefine 
America’s foreign policy for 
a post-war era, Presi-
dent Barack Obama on 
Wednesday declared that 
the United States remains 
the only nation with the ca-
pacity to lead on the world 
stage but argued it would 
be a mistake to channel 
that power into unrestrained 
military adventures. A6
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TIMES AT A GLANCE >>

TENURE DISPUTE>>

BENEVOLENCE FARM>>

330 Huffman Mill Rd., Burlington, NC 
(Across From Holly Hill Mall)

(336) 584-1144
www.crenshawhyundai.net

MON-FRI 8:30am-8pm • SAT 8:30am-6pm 

Crenshaw
   HYUNDAI

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI ELANTRANEW 2014 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

MORESELECTION. MOREVALUE. 
MORESAVINGS.

2015 GENESIS NOW IN STOCK
SAVE BIG ON THE 2013 GENESIS COUPE IN STOCK!

Disclaimers: Elantra lease $159/mo for 36 months. 12k mi/year. Sonata lease $179/mo for 36 months. 12k miles/year. 0% apr with approved credit thru Hyundai Motor Finance with Fico score 680+.

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI  
SONATA GLS*

24
73
37

NEW 2014 HYUNDAI ELANTRA N
SONATA GLS

0%
 FOR 72 MONTHS

$159/MO.

$159/MO.
OR GET UP TO OR GET UP TO

OR GET

IN TOTAL SAVINGS IN TOTAL SAVINGSIN SAVINGS

$2,000 $2,000$2,500

NO PAYMENTS
TIL AUGUST!
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Dr. Maya Angelou, 1928-2014

FLY AWAY, 
SONGBIRD

Renowned poet, activist 
passes away at age 86

By Hillel Italie 
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Maya Angelou’s story 
awed millions. A childhood victim of 
rape, she broke through silence and 
shame to tell her tale in one of the 
most widely read memoirs of the 

20th century. A black woman 
born into poverty and segre-
gation, she recited the most 
popular presidential inaugu-
ral poem in history.

“I’m not modest,” she said 
in 2013. “I have no modesty. 
Modesty is a learned behav-
ior. But I do pray for humility, 

because humility comes 

See MAYA 
ANGELOU / Page A2

Neighbors still frosty toward halfway house

By Anna Johnson
Times-News

ajohnson@thetimesnews.com

GRAHAM — Neighbors and Mount 
Hermon community members continue 
to voice their opposition to Benevolence 
Farm, a transitional living site for women 
recently released from prison.

More than 40 people attended a com-
munity-organized meeting Monday night 

at the Mount Hermon 
Community Center 
and peppered Benevo-
lence Farm Executive 
Director Tanya Jisa 

with questions and concerns about the 
farm’s operations. 

“How, exactly, is it going to positively im-
pact the community?” said Debbie Newell, 
who helped organize the meeting. “We feel 
like we can’t be safe in our community.”

BENEVOLENCE FARM recently 
purchased a three-bedroom house at 4265 
Thompson Mill Road, after 11 acres of near-
by land was donated to the organization. 
The home will initially house four women 
recently released from prison who are inter-

ested in rehabilitating their lives, Jisa said. 
The organization’s leaders intend to expand 
the facility to house no more than 12 wom-
en. While on the property, they will spend  
25 hours a week out in the field growing pro-
duce and 15 hours learning job or educa-
tional skills. The farm’s leaders are currently 
holding work days once a month to prepare 
the property for the women, who may begin 
arriving by early next year. 

With more than 2,600 women exit-
ing prisons in North Carolina, including  
48 Alamance County residents, there is a 
need for this type of service because, Jisa 
said, if these recent inmates are not helped, 
more than two-thirds are rearrested. The  

Large crowd turns out 
Monday night for 

community meeting 

See HALFWAY HOUSE / Page A2

TheTimesNews.com

Comment on 
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Teacher 
raise 

proposal 
on table

By Emery P. Dalesio
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — A proposed state budget 
for the year starting in July would in-
clude pay raises of more than 10 percent 
for veteran teachers who relinquish job 
protections a court says lawmakers can’t 
strip away, Senate leaders said Wednes-
day.

Republican legislative leaders and 
Gov. Pat McCrory promised in February 
that they would commit about $200 mil-
lion over the next two years to raise pay 
for early-career teachers from $30,800 a 
year to $35,000.

Senators said they would go further 
by spending up to $468 million next year 
alone and offer bigger raises to teachers 
who voluntarily give up job protections. 
Principals and other school adminis-
trators would receive an average 2 per-
cent raise while other school employees 
would get a flat $500, Senate leader Phil 
Berger said.

Berger declined to say where the ex-
tra money for raises would come from, 
saying it would be outlined when their 
proposed budget was unveiled later 
Wednesday.

Teacher salaries have been stuck since 
2008 except for a 1.2 percent increase in 
2012.

The Senate’s determination to dissolve 
tenure protections in return for better 
pay won’t help attract and retain bright 

GOP plan would boost 
wages, but some call 

price too high

See TEACHER RAISES / Page A2

Dr. Maya An-
gelou smiles 
during an 
appear-
ance at Elon 
University in 
2012. View 
a photo 
gallery from 
Angelou’s 
life at The-
TimesNews.
com 

Times-News 
file photo

A down-to-Earth icon
By Anna Johnson

Times-News
ajohnson@thetimesnews.com

Despite her interna-
tional recognition and 
success at crafting liter-
ary prose, the late Maya 
Angelou was still a mas-
ter of everyday talk.

“She was down to 
Earth and full of wisdom,” 

said Burlington resident 
Renee Donnell, who met 
Angelou in 2009. “Sitting 
down and talking to her, 
I was nervous and excit-
ed at the same time. She 
talked to me like we were 
having a regular conver-
sation. She asked about 

See DOWN TO 
EARTH / Page A2

Is a local librarian 
on track to get 

body-slammed? 
REGION, C1


