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Spring football, Dogwood Festival and more.

WEATHER REPORT
It’s looking like a stormy Monday. Will Tues-
day be just as bad?

At least 10 people were killed when the 
tornado ripped through the rural Missis-
sippi countryside, but the stories told by 
survivors on Sunday show how much 
higher the toll could have been. A3

Civil rights activists called on President 
Obama to fight a tough new Arizona 
law targeting illegal immigrants Sunday, 
promising to march in the streets and 
invite arrest by refusing to comply if the 
measure goes into effect. A3 

An al-Qaida front group in Iraq on 
Sunday confirmed the killing of its two 
top leaders but vowed to keep up the 
fight. A10

President Barack Obama made a 
pilgrimage Sunday to Billy Graham’s 
mountainside home, concluding his 
North Carolina vacation with his first 
meeting with the ailing evangelist who 
has counseled commanders in chief 
since Dwight Eisenhower. B2

W. Willard Wirtz, a lawyer and labor 
arbitrator who was labor secretary in 
the Kennedy and Johnson administra-
tions but broke publicly with Lyndon 
Johnson over Vietnam, died Saturday 
at age 98. A2
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Weather: Afternoon storm

All together, now ...

Photos by Brad Coville / Times-News
From left, Garrett Jackson, Steve Haines and Cameron Williamson from team Sigma Phi Epsilon tug 
on a rope Sunday to move a school bus 25 feet. The event was part of a fundraiser planned by an 
event management class at Elon University.

By Roselee Papandrea
Times-News

rpapandrea@thetimesnews.com

One by one, teams of six grabbed hold of ropes 
and pulled.

The Boys & Girls Club bus, weighing in at about 
30,000 pounds, only had to move 25 feet. The ob-
ject of the game was all about what team could pull 
it the fastest.

Ten teams tried on Sunday in the parking lot be-
hind the Burlington Municipal Building as part of 
a bus-pull fundraiser planned by an event manage-
ment class at Elon University. The point of the fund-

raiser in the service-learning 
class taught by Elon professor 
Hal Walker was twofold: Stu-
dents were challenged to raise 
money for a worthy cause and 

also to plan an event from beginning to end.
In this case, the money raised will be split be-

tween the Salvation Army’s Boys & Girls Club of 
Burlington as well as the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Elon University senior Kyle Johnson was the 
brains behind the idea. He developed it after an 
event he attended for N.C. Special Olympics that 
involves pulling an airplane at Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport. 

“We just substituted a bus for a plane,” he said. 
The 14 students who worked on the event split 

into committees. One group targeted sponsors. 
Another planned the logistics, and the third mar-
keted the fundraiser. 

Amanda Portoghese, a junior at Elon University 
who is majoring in leisure and sports manage-
ment, said getting the experience was invaluable. 
She went out looking for sponsors and even had 
to get the event approved by the Burlington City 
Council.  

“I like seeing the end process of everyone actu-

ally doing what we planned,” she said. “Before now, 
it was just an idea we had back in February. … It’s 
a great hands-on experience. We had to think of 
literally every aspect of it.”

For the Boys & Girls Club, it meant participating 
in a different kind of fundraiser — one that hasn’t 
been done in Alamance County before, said Sherry 
Henderson, the director of the Boys & Girls Club. 
It also meant continuing a relationship with Elon 
University students and receiving more funding 
to provide after-school services to children in the 
community. 

“I would have to say that Elon is one of our big-
gest assets in Alamance County,” Henderson said. 
“We have had 120 volunteers from Elon just this 
year that have come to assist in our programs. … 
Our programs wouldn’t be a success without them, 
so we are lucky to have them.”

As for the teams that pulled the bus the quickest, 
in two legs, Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity pulled it 
25 feet in a combined time of 13.43 seconds and 
were the winners of the all-male division. Elon 
Cheerleading won in the co-ed division with a 
combined time of 14.71 seconds. 

PULL!

Melanie Lutz gives her best effort Sunday along 
with her Elon Cheerleading teammates.

Ten teams discover just how 
heavy a school bus really is
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For local woman, grief fueled artistic outpouring

WHITSETT — When Judith Madarasz 
looks at a flower or a sunset or even into 
someone’s eyes, she sees something 
different than she once did.

“It gets my imagination going,” she 
says. “I get into 
such a beautiful 
state of mind. I 
feel like I’m in 
heaven.”

She then 
must reach for 
a sketchbook 
or paint brush. 
Such sights com-

pel her to translate what is in her mind’s 
eye to paper or canvas. Whether it is 
through vibrant watercolors or acrylic 
paints, she breathes life into land-

scapes, portraits and cityscapes.
“This outlet for me is so natural,” 

Madarasz said. “… I never know what 
I’m going to paint next.”

It’s a statement that is perhaps true 
for many artists: The inspiration for 
their work is unpredictable and sur-
prising. But for Madarasz, her art, tal-
ent — gift — is still fresh and new and 
shrouded in the kind of mystery that 
leaves those who have seen it wonder-
ing where it all came from.

She, too, seems as if she is still smit-
ten with it all — a woman on a honey-
moon with her craft. 

Madarasz, a native of Budapest, 
Hungary, didn’t grow up surrounded by 
paint and brushes. She didn’t doodle or 
dabble in the arts. She lived what she 
described as a “simple” life in a country 
riddled with troubles. The communist 
regime that took over after World War 
II meant that her own family’s history 
— her maternal grandfather’s noble 

Judith Madarasz turned 
to painting after her 

mother’s sudden death

Brad Coville / Times-News
Judith Madarasz, who escaped communist Hungary at age 18, 
sits in her living room Friday with several of her paintings.
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Health 
costs 

next on 
agenda

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — What’s it going 
to cost me?

That’s the single biggest unan-
swered question about President 
Barack Obama’s new health  care 
overhaul law — and its weak spot.

Many experts believe the law falls 
short on taming costs, and that will 
force Congress to revisit health care 
in a few years.

While it seems hard to believe 
now, Republicans might want to 
participate in a debate over costs, 
perhaps opening the way for limits 
on malpractice lawsuits and other 
ideas they’ve advocated.

“Now that the baseline question 
of coverage has been answered, it 
would be irresponsible if we didn’t 
come back and try to do more on 
costs,” said Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., 
who voted for the bill and led efforts 
to squeeze more savings.

“I think there is going to be a de-
bate in the Republican Party on 
whether they should waste all their 
energy on repeal or make an effort to 
do something on cost containment,” 
Warner said.

For now, the political parties are 
too polarized — and lawmakers 
too exhausted — to contemplate 
health  care 2.0. Conservatives are 
planning court challenges, and 
some Republican leaders hold out 
the promise of repeal. But economic 
reality probably will bring lawmak-
ers back to the table.

Insurance premiums are likely 
to keep going up over the next few 
years. Experts predict that the law’s 
early benefits — such as expanded 
coverage for children and young 
adults — could nudge rates a little 
higher than would otherwise have 
been the case. Also, insurers and 
medical providers could try to raise 
their prices ahead of big shifts set for 
2014.

Under the 10-year, $1 trillion plan, 
2014 is when competitive insurance 
markets for individuals and small 
businesses are expected to open, 
and tax credits start flowing to help 
millions of middle-class households 
now uninsured. Medicaid will ex-
pand and pick up millions of low-
income people. Most Americans 
would be required to carry health 

Bill’s passage could 
end up being merely 

the opening salvo
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